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Learning
from the

ourcce

Homebuilders Often Have a Hard Time
Keeping Up with Technology. One Solution Is to
Seck out Dealers that Are Eager to Train,

by Leslie Stevens

s 4 builder, keeping up on integrated electronics solutions for
new homes means vou have o expand bevond vour tradition-
al industry cohorts and spend time with technology specialises
Bur sinee vour schedule is often hecetie and voure nsaally tied o voar project
site or ploce of business, learning about technology can become a daunting
task, B Fortunately, several dealers have recognized that ics difficult for vou o
neake vour way into their showroomes, and have gone the exeea mile o cdueate
vou on teehnology, Following are examples of three dealers who have become
vital in educating local builders, architeets and interior designers on the prod-
vets and opportunities available with home wéehnology, They share how they
support builders and offer adviee on how vou can seek omt learning opportamni-
ties within vour marker. W Wires and cleetronics are only a part of whole-
losmse svsrem integration. The best svsrems are designed and insealled when
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opican for inredeaed syaems, and O ohe omeowmer s e
isted, we will bring in & dealer. This provides a sindwin situe
ntion for nx, the bailder, vhe dealer and the homehuver”

[neerior designer, Lezle Trugllo, of Lezlic Trolills
lmrerior Deslgn, in Traboco Canvos, Calif, parness wich
intekrators o promole e comibination of an electronie
]u'n'.nl:r|e with mterior desagn. B integrating electromies with
ihe diécor, Trejillo can provide boilders a complene solutlon
“ohpenimes s will shase a room or boogh wich a dealer ar a
consumer-oriented show.” sovs Trojille. “Consuwmers comue in
with their floor plans anmd wee et them exeited nloat speakers
hidcen in the walls ar rlasmas dizguiseil a= arowark, & e of
hushands anad wives walk those shows wogether, so we get both
of their ‘buy-in' right away. This fcilities the process when
working with boilders. "

lmiklers who are imterested in technelogy will A a
mum ber of opportunities available o them, By networking
oatside normal courses of business, inpegrated svstenms can
make their way seamlessly into new homnes. e
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Where to Turn

These are several mesources available that builders
can utilize to decpen themsehves in the world of
technology. Following are just a few examples.

Partner with designers of design centers
MASCO creates. detign centers. for builders, including
ones with media cembers boilt=in (317-818-0425;
wiwwmascodesignsl fiams com).

Attend classes in trade shows
outside the building industry
Costom Electronic Design £ Installation Aosoeistion

[CEDIA] is an option (wiscediaong). &5 5 EH Expo
Iwwieehx 2004 com).

Get involved with online options centers
Envision is a new online options center that offers
strisctured wiring and optional upgrades. You'll get
to know 3 corsortium of dealers whe are imeolved

[512-371-3B00; warw. buldeshomesife com].




